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Green Party Questionnaire for California Legislature Candidates 

 

  
1. Why are you running for State Legislature? What are your qualifications? 
What have you accomplished in any offices you now hold or have recently held? 
 

I am a Berkeley and Harvard Law graduate, and I’ve worked for Nancy Pelosi, Kamala 
Harris, and the Obama White House. For the White House Office of Intergovernmental 
Affairs, I worked on raising the minimum wage, paid sick and family leave, voting rights, 
LGBTQ rights, gun violence prevention, tuition-free community college, universal pre-K, 
and the opioid crisis. For the White House Council on Environmental Quality, I worked 
on organizing events that highlighted the link between environmental preservation and 
public health, as well as the Clean Power Plan, which was intended to reduce carbon 
emissions from power plants. And some of the items in my policy portfolio at that time 
are now fundamental priorities in my policy platform right now for State Senate. 
Everything revolves around one main goal: fighting to lift our middle class until it is once 
again an inspiration for the world. 
 
2.  Where are you getting your funding for the campaign? 
Are there any sources of financial contributions for your campaign that you refuse to 
accept? Do you refuse to accept money from developers or corporations or their 
PACs?    

What is your position on statewide public financing of state office campaigns? 

 

Individual donors only. No corporations or developers or their PACs. I support statewide 
public financing of state office campaigns.  

 
3. What is required of a constituent to meet with you? 
 

My personal cell number is (408) 834-6991. I am determined to be the most accessible 
candidate in this race. No gatekeepers. My personal cell number is on my campaign 



website, social media accounts, yard signs, flyers, and door hangers. 
 
4. Please provide your positions/ policy proposals on the following issues. Indicate your 
sponsorship and/or votes on previous relevant legislation and desire for future 
legislation. We encourage you to discuss funding sources for program proposals. 

- income, wealth, and tax inequality 
 

Billionaires should not pay a lower tax rate than teachers. I worked on minimum wage 
and paid sick and family leave for the Obama White House. 

 
- universal ("Medicare for All") healthcare legislation (state and national) 

 

I support universal health care, and if that’s not legislatively feasible at the moment, 
then at least a public option.  

 
- controlling the influences of profit-driven prescription drug and vaccine manufacturers 

 

Yes. The state government should be able to negotiate prices of prescription drugs and 
vaccines that are prescribed and/or administered in the state. The only thing preventing 
this is corporate lobbying. 

 
- legalization of psychedelic plants and/or additional policy on marijuana 
 

Both psychedelic plants and marijuana are nowhere near as dangerous as alcohol 
when it comes to automobile accidents, etc.  

 

I’ve written a book about the opioid crisis. On the one hand, marijuana appears to 
reduce the withdrawal symptoms when coming off opioids. On the other hand, 
marijuana use at an earlier age is associated with the use of other drugs later on, 
including opioids. In other words, marijuana appears to be a gateway drug. So, in the 
event that marijuana is legalized, there should still be tight restrictions on its use by 
children. 

 
- fracking and other environmental issues, including coal in Oakland 
 

I support gradually phasing it out. There should be a lockstep approach that takes into 
account the development of green tech and the market prices of both green and carbon-
emitting fuels.  

 
- the Green New Deal (state and national, including making public transportation free for 
all and ending the sale of fossil-fuel vehicles by 2035?) 



 

I support it in principle. However, as I’ve mentioned, there should be a lockstep 
approach that takes into account the development of green tech and the market prices 
of both green and carbon-emitting fuels. 
 
- the Oakland A's proposed development at Howard Terminal 

 

Since Oakland is outside of District 10, I’m not familiar enough with the proposal to 
make a comment about it at this time. I’m open to finding out more. 
 
- minority/ democratic rights 
 

I worked on voting rights for the Obama White House. One of my top policy priorities in 
my campaign is hate crimes against minorities. 

 
- police and prison reform (including county Supervisors having more oversight of 
Sheriff departments, such as AB 1185) 
 

Yes. The Santa Clara County Sheriff's Office has been the subject of a pay-to-play 
concealed weapons investigation, as well as a separate investigation into its role in 
multiple cases of serious inmate injuries that have exposed the county (and, by 
extension, its taxpayers) to millions of dollars in legal liability. Such allegations can 
undermine public trust in law enforcement institutions during a time when their services 
are especially needed. 

 
- rent control 
 

I support a tighter rent cap on annual rent increases. 

 
- homelessness (including the possibility of using "Tiny Homes") 
 

Homelessness is one of my top priorities. This is one of the most visible changes in our 
community, and one of the most troubling. I have a detailed proposal for what I would 
do at https://www.votekhan.com/priorities/homelessness  

 
- public education/ charter schools 
 

I attended K-12 public schools, so I know firsthand the value they provide. I support 
maintaining and increasing funding for public education. 

 
- tuition-free higher public education 

https://www.votekhan.com/priorities/homelessness


 

I worked on tuition-free community college for the Obama White House, and I continue 
to support it. 

 

Regarding the larger issue of higher public education, there’s a fundamental 
conundrum. On the one hand, tuition keeps rising for students. On the other hand, a 
growing proportion of professors are working as adjuncts, teaching on multiple 
campuses to make a decent living. Where is all the money being allocated, if not to 
students or professors? Why has tuition for higher education outpaced inflation by an 
order of magnitude? We need to look more deeply into this and find out what’s going on. 
 
- proportional representation (local and state), like what is used in most European 
countries, and elsewhere 

There are several different kinds of proportional representation systems in use around 
the world, so I would need to know more about the specific system that is being 
proposed. With that being said, I wholeheartedly support ranked choice voting. 
 
- Bay Area transportation needs 
 
I support greater access to public transportation to ease traffic congestion.  
 
- reform, if any, of the recall process for statewide elective offices. 
 
Given that the cost of the recent recall election was over $275 million, I think reform is 
certainly in order. I’m open to considering proposals. 
 
- how would you allocate the state's some $60B surplus? 

 
California is on track for a very large surplus. That's a lot of money, and it is imperative 
for some of it to be returned to taxpayers while the remainder is allocated wisely. 
 

5. One consequence of the passage of Prop 14 in 2010 is that candidates from small 
political parties must now gather vastly more signatures (in-lieu of the filing fee). For 
example 4750 for state office, instead of the previous 150.  Would you help us lower 
these numbers? 

We should reduce the barriers to running for office, including signatures in-lieu. 
 
 
6. Will you help build on the recent legislation on public banking and advocate for a 
public Bank of California (similar to North Dakota's), where state funds could be 
deposited and where there would be progressive loan policy, such as for infrastructure? 
 



I’m intrigued by the idea and am eager to know more about it. 
 
7. Are there other important issues facing California which you would like to 
highlight?  How would you propose addressing them? Are there other goals for your 
candidacy you wish to note? 

 
Child marriage is currently legal in California and there is no minimum age. Adult 
predators groom minors for rape under legal cover of “marriage.” If elected, I will 
immediately introduce legislation to prohibit state-sanctioned pedophilia in California. 

 
8. Please list endorsements you have received for your campaign. 

Potential endorsements are pending. I have a long record of public service. I have 
worked for Nancy Pelosi, Kamala Harris, and the Obama White House. 

9. Have you signed, or will you soon sign, Move to Amend's candidates' and elected 
officials’ pledge?  It supports HJR 48, the We the People amendment to the US 
Constitution, which would abolish corporate personhood, rescind constitutional rights for 
corporations, and end financial expenditures being legally treated as expressions of free 
speech: https://www.movetoamend.org/pledge        

 

Yes, I plan to support HJR 48. 

 

10. Are there any other thoughts/ goals you would like to add?    

If you’d like to find out more about me, I encourage you to call or text me at (408) 834-
6991. You can also visit my website at www.votekhan.com  

https://www.movetoamend.org/pledge
http://www.votekhan.com/

