
JoAnn Walker, 
Candidate; Alameda County Sheriff

Response to (Green Peace) Questionnaire
Submitted 3/25/22

Please email your responses to: <acgreens1992@gmail.com>. In the subject line, 
please include "County Sheriff".

We prefer that you convert your answered questionnaire into a pdf document, so we 
can post it directly to our website. Or simply include your responses in the body of an 
email, and we will do the conversion.

1. Please give a brief summary of your background and qualifications for the office of 
    County Sheriff. 

 40+ year resident in Alameda County
 27 year-veteran with San Francisco Police Department
 Adv POST Certificate
 Adjunct Professor
 MS, PE/Exercise Physiology
 BS, P.E./Exercise and Nutrition
 BA, French (Culture and Civilization)
 SFPD Regional Academy Instructor – recruits/Advanced Officers, OCC, 

Citizen’s Academy
 POST Master Instructor; Focus: Police Response to Emotionally Disturbed

Persons
 Robert Presly Graduate: Institute on Criminal Investigations - Focus: 

Domestic Violence
 CIT – Crisis Intervention Team Officer
 Telephone Crisis Counselor (volunteer)/Crisis Support Services; Alameda 

County
 Hostage Negotiation (Certified)
 Peer Counselor
 Liaison – Healthy Street Operations Center (homeless concerns)
 Community Liaison Officer
 Terrorism Liaison Officer (TLO)
 Captain’s Problem-Solving Team Member
 …….and much more training

2. Why are you running? What do you believe are the main priorities for the County 
    Sheriff’s Office?
    I am running for the following reasons:
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 To bring balanced leadership & legitimacy to ACSO
 Improve inmate services at Santa Rita Jail
 Protect immigrant communities
 Establish working relationships with leaders in identified segments of the 

community
 Apply 21st Century policing strategies to reduce inmate fatalities
 Establish systems that promote diversity at all levels of the sheriff’s department
 Improve training re: use of force and mentally ill/emotionally disturbed persons
 Invest in technologies that improve operational capability and effectiveness.
For me, the three main priorities for the County Sheriff include:

 Decreasing fatalities at Santa Rita Jail
 Budget transparency
 Accountability, Reform and Community policing to build community trust

3. Where will you get (have you already received) the money to run your campaign?
 From interested community members and myself
Are you willing to disclose major financial donors to your campaign? 
 All donations over $100 are already disclosed in campaign disclosure forms.
Do you support public campaign finance reform? 
Yes/No. It depends upon what type of public campaign finance reform you are    
referring to. 
What are sources of financial contributions for your campaign that you would refuse 
to accept (if any)?
 Any company with a financial interest in privatizing custodies facilities.

4. Do you support the legalization of cannabis at the Federal level? The answer to the 
    question is best left to citizens. 

 The citizens in California have already made their decision. At the federal level, 
the decision should be left up to the voters of the United States. 

Do you support the California decriminalization of psychedelics and their approval for 
medical use, insofar as many studies have demonstrated that they are beneficial for 
the traumatized and depressed?
 I do not have enough information regarding the topic of psychedelics to have an 

informed opinion. Also, the legalization of psychedelics is a decision made by 
voters, not the sheriff.

5. What do you think of the recent legal settlement regarding Santa Rita jail, Babu v. 
County of Alameda?  In particular, will you support the effort to have the County 
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Supervisors redirect funding and holdees from the jail to community-based mental 
health facilities, as the judge in the case critiqued upon:

The order goes on to say, “numerous objectors implored that the Jail should not 
be the County’s primary mental health care facility. The Court whole-heartedly 
agrees with this sentiment. Approval of this Consent Decree is not intended to 
prevent Defendants or Alameda County from funding community-based mental 
health services. However, the Court cannot direct the County on how to allocate 
its finances. Ultimately, the decision to fund certain institutions over others is the 
County’s. And if the County chooses to continue funding a jail, the Court seeks to
ensure that the conditions in that jail are constitutional.”

 Yes, I agree with the decision. As the Sheriff, I want the jail to be fully staffed. I 
want mental health services to be a priority. Funding for mental health services 
does not necessarily mean the sheriff’s department should be defunded. 

6. What do you believe is the role of the Sheriff's department in dealing with 
    undocumented persons? 

 Treat them the same way I treat everyone else. Their immigration status is of 
zero concern to the Sheriff’s Department.

    Will you uphold SB-54 and enhance California's Sanctuary State policy?
 I will follow the law.

What changes, if any, would you like to see made to laws concerning undocumented 
persons?

 It is not the role of the Sheriff to create laws. The Sheriff’s role is to enforce the 
law.

7. What would constitute excessive force at civil or peaceful protests and what steps will
    you take to prevent fatalities?

 As deemed by a judge or jury, force that is force that is not objectively 
reasonable under the totality of the circumstances. 

8. Concretely and specifically, how will you make yourself available to those who elect 
    you? 

 I will make myself available to those who elected me through community policing
strategies, community policing programs, community meetings, townhall 
meetings, social media, and zoom/in-person events.

8.a California law now explicitly allows a County to create a Sheriff Oversight Board 
      and/or an Inspector General to aid the Board of Supervisors vis a vis the County 
      Sheriff. Would you support the creation of an Oversight Board and/or Inspector
      General position for the Alameda County Sheriff?
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 Yes.

9. What endorsements have you received thus far?

 Wellstone Club
 Our Revolution
 Victor Aguilar, Jr. – San Leandro Vice Mayor
 Dan Kalb – Oakland City Council member
 Jenny Kassan – Fremont City Council member
 Vinnie Bacon – Fremont City Council member (former)
What is your political party affiliation and how will your political views affect your 
ability to serve?

 Democrat. My political views will not impact decisions made as the Sheriff. I have
already displayed the ability to enforce the law without leaning on political views 
during my 27 years as a law enforcement professional.

10. Have you signed, or will you soon sign, Move to Amend's candidates' and elected 
      officials’ pledge? It supports HJR 48, the We the People amendment to the US
      Constitution, which would abolish corporate personhood, rescind constitutional 
      rights for corporations, and end financial expenditures being legally treated as 
      expressions of free speech:  https://www.movetoamend.org/pledge

No.

11. Anything you would like to add?

 No. 

Please return this questionnaire right away, and no later than by March 25, 
to:  acgreens1992@gmail.com
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