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Website: https://www.ortegaforassembly.com
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1. Why are you running for State Legislature? What are your
qualifications?
What have you accomplished in any offices you now hold or have
recently held?

I have lived in the East Bay almost my entire life, ever since my undocumented
mother traveled hundreds of miles to California, with me and my infant brother, in
search of the American dream. My father gained a union job as a janitor at the
Oakland Coliseum (SEIU-USWW) and my mother held a union position at
Aramark. With these two jobs, my parents were able to buy our first home on
71st Avenue in East Oakland. My family, like so many families in this District,
struggled to achieve our American dream―but through hard work, community
support, and a belief, we built a better life. Unfortunately, for many in our
communities, that American dream is getting further and further out of reach. I’m
running for Assembly to level the playing field so every family has the same
opportunities to achieve that dream.

When I joined the labor movement over two decades ago, I held many positions
with increasing levels of responsibility and challenges. Through those roles, I was
guided by my passion to lead the fight for vibrant, healthy, and diverse
communities. I have spent the last two decades creating job opportunities,
winning fair benefit contracts, and standing up against corporate interests―I do
that now and will continue as your Assembly Member. I’m dedicated to the fight
to ensure each and every Californian has the opportunity for a good, union
paying job, quality education for our children, equitable health care, and
affordable housing.



As Statewide Political Director for AFSCME Local 3299, the University of
California’s largest employee union, I secured the passage of state legislation to
maintain and protect essential service jobs at every UC campus in California. As
the first Latina elected as the Executive Secretary-Treasurer of the Alameda
Labor Council, I led the charge during the pandemic to secure paid sick leave
and hazard pay for essential public safety, health providers, and frontline
workers, while fighting corporate interests from, billionaire baseball team owners
to Amazon. As your next Assemblywoman for AD 20, I will continue to advocate
for and protect all families in our district.

2.   Where are you getting your funding for the campaign? Are
there any sources of financial contributions for your campaign
that you refuse to accept? Do you refuse to accept money from
developers or corporations or their PACs? What is your position
on statewide public financing of state office campaigns?

My campaign is powered by a coalition of working families, labor
leaders, elected officials and community leaders around AD-20 and the
East Bay. We are proud to be running a corporate-free campaign, and
I will not accept donations from law enforcement PACs, fossil fuel or
corporations not aligned with my values.

3. What is required of a constituent to meet with you?
I plan to take the people’s voice to the people’s house in Sacramento.
This will require me to really keep my ear to the ground. As someone
who has worked both in Sacramento and in this District for many
years, I know the importance of being available and meeting with our
community. I plan to host community meetings and town halls, and
have open communication with my district and state office to make
sure that I am always accessible to my constituents.

4. Please provide your positions/ policy proposals on the
following issues. Indicate your sponsorship and/or votes on
previous relevant legislation and desire for future legislation. We
encourage you to discuss funding sources for program
proposals.

Income, wealth, and tax inequality: YES! I have worked
towards this goal in every role I have played, trying to level



the playing field for working class and low income
communities.
Universal ("Medicare for All") healthcare legislation (state and
national) I am a proud supporter of Medicare for all in
California
Controlling the influences of profit-driven prescription drug and
vaccine manufacturers: YES!
Legalization of psychedelic plants and/or additional policy on
marijuana: I will need to do more research on this policy
area, but my north star will be the affected communities,
both in our criminal justice system, and among the
communities who stand to benefit from medicinal use of
currently criminalized substances that have the potential to
provide relief.
Fracking and other environmental issues, including coal in
Oakland: YES!!
The Green New Deal (state and national, including making
public transportation free for all and ending the sale of fossil-fuel
vehicles by 2035?) YES!
The Oakland A's proposed development at Howard Terminal:
YES
Minority/ democratic rights: YES!
Police and prison reform (including county Supervisors having
more oversight of Sheriff departments, such as AB 1185) YES!
Rent control: YES!
Homelessness (including the possibility of using "Tiny Homes")
Public education/ charter schools: I support public schools
and am against the expansion of charter schools.
Tuition-free higher public education: YES, long overdue!
Proportional representation (local and state), like what is used in
most European countries, and elsewhere: YES!
Bay Area transportation needs: YES!
Reform, if any, of the recall process for statewide elective offices: I
believe recall elections are currently being weaponized by a
minority to overturn policy decisions made by
democratically-elected leaders. I would support policies to end



this practice. But recall reform would need to be carefully
designed to preserve the rights of voters.   ANSWER
How would you allocate the state's some $60B surplus? Many
communities are hurting, both due to economic hardship, as
well as to defunded public services like education, a lack of
healthcare, and pollution. These would be my priorities in
re-allocating the budget surplus.

5. One consequence of the passage of Prop 14 in 2010 is that
candidates from small political parties must now gather vastly
more signatures (in-lieu of the filing fee). For example 4750 for
state office, instead of the previous 150.   Would you help us
lower these numbers?

Of course! I believe that lowering the requirements in proportion to the
population will make it more accessible for working class citizens to
run without the need for special interest money and pacs. This has the
potential to improve our democracy and broaden voter participation, as
well as hold our larger political parties more accountable to citizens'
needs.

6. Will you help build on the recent legislation on public banking
and advocate for a public Bank of California (similar to North
Dakota's), where state funds could be deposited and where there
would be progressive loan policy, such as for infrastructure?

Public banking makes sense, both from an equity lens and in terms of
funding for public services, as well as for supporting local small
businesses. I believe public banking has the potential to advance the
values of a greener future and better lives for working people.

7. Are there other important issues facing California which you
would like to highlight?   How would you propose addressing
them? Are there other goals for your candidacy you wish to note?
My number one priority in office will be bettering the lives of working people.
Families today face many challenges:



● Public Education. I’m proud to stand with parents and teachers in
demanding more resources for our schools and bringing the community
together to create great schools!

● Economic equity. For so many families, daily life is a struggle. I have
spent 20 years fighting to create and protect good jobs and raise wages in
the East Bay, and I plan to take those values and that passion to
Sacramento.

● Environmental equity. I am proud of the work I have done in partnership
with the Sierra Club to fight environmental racism, including reducing
pollution caused by warehouse distribution centers in committees of color.
But fighting climate change will require a far more comprehensive
approach. I’m proud that the Alameda Labor Council has joined with other
Bay Area Labor Councils to host the first Labor Climate Convergence with
the goal of bringing together labor and environmental communities to
address climate change through a just transition to clean energy that
expands public transit and creates thousands of new jobs for working
people along the lines of the Green New Deal. I plan to continue that work
in Sacramento.

● Affordable housing and homelessness. California is in a housing and
homelessness crisis. Too many Californians are rent burdened, living
paycheck to paycheck struggling to pay the rent. This crisis is also
contributing to climate change as workers are forced to commute further
and further. As a member of the California State Assembly, I will prioritize
building environmentally sustainable affordable housing.

8. Please list endorsements you have received for your campaign.

Attorney General Rob Bonta
Board of Equalization Malia Cohen
Insurance Commissioner Ricardo Lara
Senator Maria Elena Durazo
Senator Lena Gonzalez
Senator Nancy Skinner
Senator Ellen Corbett (Form) & East Bay Regional Park District
Assemblymember Ash Kalra
Assemblymember Bill Quirk

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/East_Bay_Regional_Park_District


Assemblywoman Mia Bonta
Assemblywoman Lorena Gonzalez
Assemblywoman Wendy Carillo
Assemblywoman Luz Rivas
Assemblywoman Buffy Wicks
Assemblymember Johan Klehs (Former, AD20)
Bill Lockyer (Former State Treasurer, Attorney General,   Senator)
Labor Movement Activist Dolores Huerta
Alameda County Treasurer -Hank Levy
Alameda County Board of Supervisor Richard Valle D2
Alameda County Board of Supervisors Dave Brown D4
Pauline Cutter, Mayor, San Leandro
Stephen Cassidy, Former May, San Leandro
Corina Lopez, Councilmember, San Leandro
Pete Ballew, Councilmember, San Leandro
Jim Prola, Former Vice Mayor and Councilmember, San Leandro
Lee Thomas, Former Councilmember, San Leandro
Fred Simon, Councilmember, San Leandro
Malia Vella, Councilmember, Alameda
Aisha Wahab, Councilmember, Hayward
Francisco Zermeno, Councilmember, Hayward
California Legislative Women’s Caucus
UNITE Here
Courage California
CWA
IW Local 378
Latino Young Democrats East Bay
UFCW 5
UA Local 342
IBEW Local 595
California Progressive Caucus
California Teachers Association
AFSCME 3299
AFSCME California
California Nurses Association
Alameda Labor Council
IUOE Local 3



NUHW
UAPD

9. Have you signed, or will you soon sign, Move to Amend's candidates'
and elected officials’ pledge?   It supports HJR 48, the We the People
amendment to the US Constitution, which would abolish corporate
personhood, rescind constitutional rights for corporations, and end
financial expenditures being legally treated as expressions of free speech:
https://www.movetoamend.org/pledge

I will proudly take this pledge. Dark money and corporate dollars have
infiltrated our political system, and Citizens United threw open the door. I am
running on a corporate-free campaign because I believe that elected
officials must represent the interests of all constituents―not just those of
the rich.

10. Are there any other thoughts/ goals you would like to add?

Yes, I wanted to expand a bit more on my legislative priorities and
issue areas of focuses:

Job Creation/Healthcare: I’ve fought successfully for higher minimum wages in
the East Bay, paid sick leave, and support for working families struggling to make
ends meet. As we recover from COVID, I will prioritize getting families back to
work and securing our fair share of funding for small businesses and the
nonprofits who serve our communities.

Affordable Housing: East Bay families are getting priced out of the region. I will
champion   development that generates local jobs and home ownership
opportunities for teachers, firefighters, essential workers, and future generations.
Both homeowners and renters should have the protection they need to stay in
their East Bay homes.

Homelessness: Homelessness is an East Bay and statewide crisis. My
leadership in creating more jobs and housing goes hand in hand with
expanding family shelters, transitional housing, and substance abuse and
mental health programs.

https://www.movetoamend.org/pledge


Great Schools: As the spouse of a former School Board Member and Mom to
a high schooler, I am passionate about quality education! I am running for
Assembly to ensure California prioritizes investment in attracting and retaining
quality teachers, keeping class sizes small, and ensuring school site safety.


