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Green Party Questionnaire for County Auditor-Controller/Clerk-Recorder 

 

GREEN PARTY OF ALAMEDA COUNTY 

2022 ENDORSEMENT DECISION 

 

Please email your responses to: acgreens1992@gmail.com   In the subject line, please 
include "County Auditor-Controller/Clerk-Recorder". 
 

We prefer that you convert your answered questionnaire into a .pdf document, so we 
can post it directly to our website. Or simply include your responses in the body of an 
email, and we will do the conversion. 
 

If it is not possible for you to email, please snailmail your responses so we receive them 
by 3/25, to: 
 

County Auditor-Controller/Clerk-Recorder 
c/o Green Party of Alameda County, 
2022A Blake Street * Berkeley, CA 94704 

 
 

Name:  Melissa Wilk 
 
Phone: (510) 375-0011 
 
Email: info@reelectmelissawilk.com 
  
Website:  www.reelectmelissawilk.com 
 
Current line of work: Elected Auditor-Controller/Clerk-Recorder 
 
 

1. Please give a brief summary of your background and qualifications for the 
office of County Auditor. 
 
I was the first woman elected to the position of Alameda County Auditor-
Controller/Clerk-Recorder in June 2018.  I was the Alameda County Chief Deputy 
Auditor-Controller for four years, and prior to that I was the Assistant Controller.  I have 
been with the Auditor-Controller Agency for about 15 years.  Prior to the Auditor-
Controller Agency, I was the Finance Director for the Alameda County General Services 
Agency.  I have been a member of the executive financial management team within 
Alameda County for over 18 years.  I am running for this position because I have spent 
the past 15 years hiring all of the staff within the Agency and ensuring that our 
employees represent the diversity of Alameda County.  I am also committed to 
safeguarding all County assets and records through system modernization, expansion 
of technology, transparent reporting and utilization of the contributions of all staff.  I also 
love what I do! 
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2. Why are you running? What do you believe are the main priorities for the office 
of the County Auditor?   
 
Please see response to Question 1.  The main priorities of the Office are to increase 
transparency, communication and access to all members of the public through 
advancements in technology and community outreach; protect Alameda County's 25 
million official public records; and ensure that all County resources totaling over $3.6 
billion are spent, audited and reported in accordance with public expectation and the 
law.  
 
3. Where will you get (have you already received) the money to run your 
campaign? Describe sources of financial contributions for your campaign that 
you would refuse to accept (if any).   
 
With the exception of support from IAFF 55, all of my donations have been from 

individuals, and that is where I focus my fundraising efforts because it gives me the 

opportunity to talk with individuals about who I am, why I am running for the position 

and the significance of the Office and its responsibilities to the public. I would not take 

funding from organizations that deny climate change; suppress voters’ rights; support 

tobacco; are committed to the pro-life agenda; or any organization that does not 

support the rights of all citizens regardless of gender, sexual orientation, race or 

national origin. 

 
4. How will you ensure community development through budget allocations 
maintains proportional to city growth? 
 
In my current position I work in partnership with all County departments that are 
responsible for providing housing and safety net support to our most vulnerable.  We 
work to leverage all available funding so that we can maximize dollars spent on 
affordable housing and other safety net programs.  In the past several years, there have 
been many state and local efforts to increase funding for the creation of affordable and 
workforce housing.  Alameda County voters approved over $500M for affordable and 
workforce housing.  Many cities also had recent voter initiatives to generate funds to 
address the lack of housing.  The State implemented SB2 which allows for additional 
fees on some recorded documents – the funds are then sent directly to the state for 
affordable housing programs.  The Clerk-Recorder’s Office over which I have 
responsibility, collects approximately $15 - $20 million a year in SB2 fees on recordable 
documents, which we then fully account for, audit and distribute to the State.   I will 
continue in my position to ensure that any and all funds available for safety net 
programs are identified and maximized through partnership with the cities so that we 
can leverage funding and reduce duplication of services to ensure that we meet the 
unique needs of all of our communities.      
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5. How would you improve bookkeeping methods for county offices? What best 
practice do you believe will improve Alameda County?   
 
Currently the County uses the Oracle PeopleSoft Financials system for all of its 

financial transactions and complies with all generally accepted accounting practices and 

legal requirements. We upgrade the system every 2-3 years to ensure we have the 

most current technology available.  Members of our team have been asked to speak at 

Oracle events due to our meticulous and successful advancement of the enhancements 

within PeopleSoft.   Alameda County has won the Certificate of Achievement for 

Excellence in Financial Reporting from the Government Finance Officers Association 

for over 35 years.  In order to be awarded the Certificate of Achievement, the County 

must publish an easily readable and efficiently organized Annual Comprehensive 

Financial Report that exceeds the minimum requirements of transparency.  The Auditor-

Controller Agency also received two 2021 GovX Awards for “radically improving the 

experience of government” for our Online Marriage Services and Property Tax Refunds 

Tracking System.  Also, our most recent four Single Audits – audits of federal fund 

expenditures exceeding $400 million – had zero findings – this is an incredible example 

of excellence in accounting for financial transactions.  PeopleSoft has worked very well 

within our County to ensure that all financial transactions are accurate and comply with 

County and Governmental Accounting Standards Board policies, procedures and 

requirements.  However, I do not think it is easy to generate useful reports from the 

system.  It currently requires an employee to write or run a query in which the right 

information from the right table may not be produced.  This could lead to errors in 

decision making if the wrong data is used. Over the past three years, we have 

developed easy to use queries, and conducted trainings to ensure that all staff are 

receiving accurate, consistent information when making critical decisions. 

 
6. Will you maintain an environmentally and socially conscious responsibility 
towards public spending allocations and how will you hold offices accountable 
with their spending? 
 
Over the past several years, most significantly due to COVID, the Auditor-Controller 

Agency has significantly accelerated and expanded the use of technology to maximize 

sustainable practices.   We were immediately able to provide all essential services, and 

within days of the Governor issuing an Executive Order approving virtual marriages, we 

conducted one of the first virtual marriages in the state.   The Auditor-Controller Agency 

also received two 2021 GovX Awards for “radically improving the experience of 

government” for our Online Marriage Services and Property Tax Refunds Tracking 

System.  We have conducted over 3,000 virtual marriages allowing family members 

and friends to participate in weddings from around the world.  We also fast-tracked 

implementation of E-Recording at the Clerk-Recorder’s Office and now process over 

80% (300,000 documents) of our recordings online.  We also preserved and digitized 

over 150,000 maps and documents dating back to the 1800’s increasing their 

accessibility to the public. 
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The Auditor-Controller Agency has also been a leader in reducing thousands of pages of 
paper every day due to our commitment to modernizing our current systems; automating 
work flow processes; utilizing DocuSign; reducing travel and congestion; and constantly 
re-examining how we work. Some of our accomplishments include: 
 
Elimination of over 100,000 pieces of paper annually; reduction of hundreds of hours 

of manual input; and increased turnaround time of refunds and response to the public 

due to our Property Tax Modernization system. 
 
Opening of a Clerk Recorder’s Office in Dublin in which we have had almost 50,000 

customers in the Dublin Office since it opened in 2015; reducing traffic congestion 

because now people can receive services closer to their home rather than driving into 

Oakland. We continue to research additional satellite offices to meet the needs of all 

our Alameda County’s communities. 
 

At the Auditor-Controller Agency we are the final approvers for all of the County’ $3.6 

billion in payments per year.  Our Agency develops, implements and enforces all the 

County’s Manual of Accounting Policies and Procedures (MAPP).  We review every 

transaction and if it is not in compliance with our policies, it is rejected. Departments 

must provide additional support or go to the Board of Supervisors for approval. Staff 

also conducts departmental trainings to explain our MAPP and promote open dialogue 

with our financial liaisons.   Our role as County fiscal steward is clearly communicated 

to departments – which often makes us very unpopular. We are committed to ensuring 

that every taxpayer dollar is spent, audited and reported in compliance with public 

expectation and the law. 

 
7. Concretely and specifically, how will you make yourself available to those who 
elect you? As County Auditor, what programs will you implement to promote 
good practices, citizen oversight and public input towards discretionary spending 
and other budgetary matters? 
 
I am always available to the public and over the past several years we have expanded 

our outreach by providing presentations about the County and the Auditor-Controller 

Agency to the Hayward Adult School, Oakland Veterans Center, Chambers of 

Commerce, Rotary Clubs, Community Advisory Groups, Democratic Clubs, and 

various stakeholder groups.  I truly love meeting with the communities throughout 

Alameda County.  I think it’s extremely important that my office staff are representative 

of those in the community we serve.  Out staff is 75% women and 87% BIPOC.   

 

This year we also created a monthly newsletter to share with the public critical and 

useful information about the County, community events and the Auditor-Controller 

Agency.  We have also created social media outlets like Twitter to connect with our 

constituents and promote our availability and interest in conducting outreach, 

attending community events and providing presentations to the public.  We are also in 
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the process of upgrading our website to make it more accessible, user friendly and 

interactive.   

 

I also realized during the pandemic that many members of our community are still not 

comfortable with online services.  Even though we greatly expanded our online 

services, and the majority of our services can be completed online, we still see 

approximately 1,200-1,500 customers a week in-person at the Clerk-Recorder’s Office.  

It made me realize that in order to meet the needs of all community members we need 

to meet them where they are in regards to language, technological skills or personal 

preferences. 
 

Throughout the budget development and approval process, Alameda County holds 

numerous public meetings to engage the community in discussions about their key 

issues, and collaborates on developing solutions for upcoming funding challenges and 

priorities.  I attend these meetings and will continue to promote them throughout the 

community.    

 

8. Are you willing to disclose major financial donors to your campaign? Do you 

support public campaign finance reform? What sources of financial 

contributions for your campaign that you would refuse to accept (if any). 

 
Yes, I will disclose any and all financial donors to my campaign and I do strongly 

support public campaign finance reform.  I would not take funding from organizations 

that deny climate change; suppress voters’ rights, support tobacco; are committed to 

the pro-life agenda; or any organization that does not support the rights of all citizens 

regardless of gender, sexual orientation, race or national origin. 

 
9. What endorsements have you received thus far? 
 

Betty Yee, California State Controller 
Barbara Halliday, Mayor, City of Hayward 
Melissa Hernandez, Mayor, City of Dublin 
Nate Miley, Alameda County Supervisor, District 4 
David Haubert, Alameda County Supervisor, District 1 
Sheng Thao, Councilmember, City of Oakland 
Phong La, Assessor, Alameda County 
Hank Levy, Treasurer-Tax Collector, Alameda County 
Rick Jones, Councilmember, City of Fremont 
Sara Lamnin, Councilmember, City of Hayward 
Steve Manning, Auditor-Controller/Clerk-Recorder (Fmr.), Alameda County 
John Marchand, Mayor (Fmr.), City of Livermore  
Scott Haggerty, Alameda County Supervisor (Fmr.) 
International Association of Firefighters, Local 55 
Robert Campbell, Auditor-Controller, Contra Costa County 
Edith Driscoll, Auditor-Controller/Treasurer-Tax Collector, Santa Cruz County 
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Roy Given, Treasurer-Tax Collector/Director of Finance, Marin County 
Joe Paul Gonzalez, Clerk, Auditor and Recorder, San Benito County 
Juan Raigoza, Controller, San Mateo County 
Erick Roeser, Auditor-Controller/Treasurer-Tax Collector, Sonoma County 
Ben Rosenfield, Controller, City and County of San Francisco 
Tracy Schulze, Auditor-Controller, Napa County 
Rupa Shah, Auditor-Controller, Monterey County 
Tri-City Democratic Club 

 

10. What is your political party affiliation and how will your political views affect 
your ability to serve? 
 

I am a long-time registered Democrat, and because this position is non-partisan, my 
political affiliation should not affect my ability to serve. 
 

11. Have you signed, or will you soon sign, Move to Amend's candidates' and 
elected officials’ pledge?  It supports HJR 48, the We the People amendment to 
the US Constitution, which would abolish corporate personhood, rescind 
constitutional rights for corporations, and end financial expenditures being 
legally treated as expressions of free 
speech: https://www.movetoamend.org/pledge      
 

I have not signed the Move to Amend pledge because I have not thoroughly researched 
the amendment, but I plan to review as I am in agreement that corporate funding has 
impeded all American’s ability to participate equally within the democratic process. 
 
12. Is there anything else you would like to add? 
 

Thank you for your time and consideration and I would be honored to receive the Green 
Party of Alameda County’s endorsement. 
 

https://www.movetoamend.org/pledge

