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1. Are you in favor of doing away with money bail? Why or why not?

Cash bail has created a two-tiered system of justice where those with financial resources can
remain free, while those who lack resources remain in jail. This is neither fair nor just. As District
Attorney I will:

● No longer seek cash bail for individuals who pose no danger to the community in
accordance with California law; and

● Focus pretrial detention efforts on a person’s risk to public safety.

2. What will you do to prevent abuse of the current money bail system?

No longer seeking cash bail for individuals who pose no danger to the community will prevent
abuse of the current money bail system. Focusing our pretrial detention efforts on the risk to
public safety will also prevent abuse.

3. Under what circumstances do you think a juvenile should be prosecuted as an adult?

As District Attorney, I plan to be part of the broader movement to reform juvenile justice in
California, first and foremost by developing and implementing a policy to no longer charge
children as adults.

Just last year the California Supreme Court upheld Senate Bill 1391 banning 14- and
15-year-olds from being transferred to adult court. Additionally, Governor Newsom signed into
law last year a bill that will shut down the California State Division of Juvenile Justice. That said,
we need change here in Alameda County. The Ella Baker Center published a report last year
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noting that "Youth of color made up 100% of those held in Camp Sweeney and about 92% of
those in Juvenile Hall." As District Attorney I will:

● Expand diversion programs and alternative courts for youth;
● Develop restorative youth justice programs;
● Invest in youth community groups that can provide restorative justice and

community-based support;
● Partner with the Alameda County School Board and school boards throughout the

county to address policies and efforts to increase graduation rates; and
● Create a Youth Advisory Board including formerly incarcerated youth.

There are extremely rare circumstances in which I would consider charging a juvenile as an
adult but the policy of the office would be to not charge a juvenile as an adult.

4. What would your process and criteria be for determining whether to seek the death
penalty in a particular case?

While still the law in California, I will never seek the death penalty. It is neither just nor fair.
Governor Gavin Newsom implemented a moratorium on the death penalty in 2019. In
November of 2021, the California State Committee on Revision of the Penal Code released a
report on the death penalty concluding that the “death penalty as created and enforced in
California has not and cannot ensure justice and fairness for all Californians.” As District
Attorney I will:

● Never seek the death penalty; and
● Review the approximately 40 Alameda County cases on Death Row to consider

resentencing these cases to life in prison without the possibility of parole.

5. What is your policy with regard to prosecuting non-violent political resistance and
protest?

I would follow the leadership of District Attorney Mike Schmidt in Multnomah County (Portland,
Oregon) and focus on prosecuting cases of violence. Of the over 1,100 cases presented to the
DA’s Office by police, the DA’s Office charged 198 of those cases including arson crimes,
person crimes and weapons crimes.

6. Under what circumstances would the DA's office prosecute a police officer for
excessive use of force? Please describe what would constitute excessive use of force
that would justify prosecution.
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Ending the abuse of authority by law enforcement is a critical responsibility of the District
Attorney. Black people make up 44% of people killed by law enforcement in Alameda County,
even though they are only 11% of the population. Our communities have to know that law
enforcement is not above the law.

Law enforcement interactions with civilians that result in the use of force should be reported,
tracked and investigated in every instance. There are rare situations in which the use of force
may be warranted; jurisdictions around the world have specifically defined these situations
according to an international standard. I would work with local police departments to identify and
strengthen use of force policies. Additionally, I would use my platform as the District Attorney to
expand policies listed in campaigns including 8 Can’t Wait, such as banning chokeholds and
carotid restraints by law enforcement – a law I helped write and pass in the city of Oakland.

When there is evidence of criminal misconduct, we will investigate it like any other criminal
misconduct and treat it accordingly. As District Attorney I will:

● Hold law enforcement accountable;
● Establish office-wide guidelines and practices to disclose to the defense the arresting

officer’s history of misconduct at the earliest point of prosecution;
● Work with police departments to develop policies and training to reduce violent

interactions;
● Not accept donations from law enforcement associations or unions; and
● Advocate to end abusive practices at Santa Rita Jail.

7. Do you believe that there is systemic racism in law enforcement, the DA's office and/or
the criminal court system? If so, how will your office acknowledge and address that
systemic racism and its consequences?

From Emmitt Till to Oscar Grant to Mario Gonzalez, the criminal justice system has failed our
communities. In California, Black men are incarcerated in state prisons at 10 times the rate of
White men and represent 28.5 percent of incarcerated men, despite making up only 5 percent of
California’s male residents. According to PBS Newshour, 2021 is now the deadliest year on
record for transgender people. Asian hate crimes have increased by 107% in California last
year, with 700 anti-Asian incidents reported in the Bay Area alone. We must confront these
disparities with action. As District Attorney I will:

● Study and publish reports about disparities at arrest, intake and outcomes by charge;
● Create a task force that develops policies to eliminate any disparities in case charging

and sentencing decisions;

https://campaignzero.org/force.html
https://campaignzero.org/force.html
https://8cantwait.org/
https://meetyourda.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/acda.pdf
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/nation/2021-is-now-the-deadliest-year-on-record-for-transgender-people
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/nation/2021-is-now-the-deadliest-year-on-record-for-transgender-people
https://oag.ca.gov/news/press-releases/attorney-general-bonta-unveils-new-guidance-reports-help-public-and-law
https://www.kqed.org/news/11859965/700-anti-asian-hate-incidents-reported-in-bay-area-during-pandemic-true-figures-might-be-even-worse
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● Engage in robust recruitment and hiring of the most talented, diligent, ethical and diverse
attorneys in the office’s history.  Recruit annually at HBCU law schools, top-20 rated law
schools, and Bay Area law schools to achieve this goal;

● Improve policies and training regarding bias and discrimination;
● Lead the fight against hate by seeking felony charges for hate-motivated crime; and
● End #AsianHate and protect our LGBTQIA+ community; and
● Protect the rights of women including reproductive freedoms.

8. What is the role of the DA in preventing recidivism? What policies or practices would
you implement to prevent or reduce recidivism?

Recidivism rates in California have remained around 50% over the past decade. I will plan to
adopt as many tools the District Attorney’s office has available to reduce recidivism. Some of
these include:

● Expand eligibility for alternative courts and expand the types of alternative courts to
include Neighborhood courts and Community courts;

● Expand access for diversion opportunities;
● Implement a Sentencing Planning Program similar to San Francisco’s to ensure

evidence-based sentencing; and
● Support community re-entry programs.

9. How should the DA take into consideration the immigration or citizenship status of
criminal defendants?

Immigrant communities have contributed to the fabric of who we are as a people. Families,
businesses, and communities enrich Alameda County with language, economic vitality and
culture. The Alameda Department of Public Health has noted that Alameda County is the most
diverse county in the Bay Area and the fourth most diverse county in the U.S. Nearly one third
of all Alameda County residents are immigrants. As District Attorney I will protect our immigrant
communities by:

● Strengthening protections to keep families together, especially if conviction for
non-violent offenses would result in deportation;

● Establishing and seek advice from an Immigrant Rights Advisory Board; and
● Meeting regularly with community-based organizations and advocates to address

concerns.

10. What is your policy regarding the availability of alternatives to incarceration? What
alternatives to incarceration would you support, and in what circumstances?

Alameda County boasts a number of alternative courts and diversion programs. Unfortunately,
they are underutilized. Of the 55,557 misdemeanors charged between 2017–2018, fewer than

https://www.sfdistrictattorney.org/victim-services/sentence-planning/
https://acphd.org/immigration-and-public-health/
https://acphd.org/immigration-and-public-health/
https://meetyourda.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/acda.pdf
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2,000 people participated in diversion programs during that same period. Alternative courts
provide services addressing trauma, mental illness, and substance use that seriously mitigate
the likelihood of future violence and crime. As District Attorney I will:

● Expand eligibility for alternative courts and expand the types of alternative courts to
include Neighborhood courts and Community courts;

● Expand access for diversion opportunities; and
● Ensure broad access to mental health treatment, substance abuse and other services.

We must do the same thing at the juvenile level. As District Attorney I will:

● Develop and implement a policy to no longer charge children as adults;
● Expand diversion programs and alternative courts for youth;
● Develop restorative youth justice programs; and
● Invest in youth community groups that can provide restorative justice and

community-based support.

11.What is the appropriate role of the victim in a criminal prosecution? Does that vary
with the type of case, such as sexual assault? Will you prosecute domestic violence
cases even when the victim does not cooperate?

The rights of victims lie at the heart of justice. Too many times, the criminal justice system has
ignored the needs and the voices of survivors of crime. We need to:

● Develop trauma-informed resources for victims and survivors of crime;
● Create a Crime Victims Advisory Board representing communities who are

disproportionately impacted by crime including communities of color, LGBTQIA+, and
immigrants;

● Decrease restrictions on victim compensation;
● Provide services to all victims of violence, even if the police never make an arrest;
● Implement culturally informed training and policies that reflect our diverse community;
● Fight for additional resources for victims of crime; and
● Increase the language capacity of victim services to address the one-third of Alameda

County residents who are foreign born and half of residents who speak a language other
than English.

12.What is the appropriate role of the DA, if any, in addressing homelessness?

As District Attorney, I expect to use my voice and platform to lead outside the courtroom.
Housing instability can be both a symptom and a cause of an individual entering the criminal
justice system. Ensuring that all residents of Alameda County have basic access to safe,
sustainable housing is essential to our public safety and peace.

https://meetyourda.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/acda.pdf
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There have been a number of shootings and violent crimes that have been committed against
homeless victims. We need to provide the same level of service and safety for our unhoused
residents that we do for our housed residents.

13.What changes would you make to the policies and practices of the Alameda County
DA's office?

As District Attorney, I will prioritize safety through thoughtful, responsible change. I plan to stem
the rise of violent crime, expand access to alternative courts for nonviolent crimes, address the
root causes of crime, hold law enforcement accountable, fight racism and bias, eliminate the
death penalty and expand victims’ rights.

14.Have you signed, or will you soon sign, Move to Amend's candidates' and elected
officials’ pledge?  It supports HJR 48, the We the People amendment to the US
Constitution, which would abolish corporate personhood, rescind constitutional rights
for corporations, and end financial expenditures being legally treated as expressions of
free speech: https://www.movetoamend.org/pledge

Unfortunately, I am not as familiar with this legislation as I would like to be. I’ll have to do more
research to develop a position.

15.Anything you would like to add?

As a longtime Alameda County resident, I cannot sit back while our criminal justice system fails
to achieve safety, justice, and peace for our community. We need change. My diverse lived
experiences make me the best candidate to bring change to Alameda County.

Raised by a single mother, my brother and I learned the values of service, excellence and
fairness. I spent 13 years as a prosecutor handling felony hate crimes, domestic violence, and
arson while also collaborating with alternative courts and diversion programs. I am a proud Air
Force veteran and teacher. As a policy leader in Oakland, I drafted legislation banning
chokeholds and carotid restraints by police, and recently worked with Oakland’s leaders to ban
ghost guns.

The Air Force Rescue motto is “These Things We Do That Others May Live.” I will bring this
same level of duty and commitment to the District Attorney’s Office. As District Attorney, I will
prioritize safety through thoughtful, responsible change. I plan to stem the rise of violent crime,
expand access to alternative courts for nonviolent crimes, address the root causes of crime,
hold law enforcement accountable, fight racism and bias, eliminate the death penalty and
expand victims’ rights.

https://www.movetoamend.org/pledge

